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ABORIGINAL ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUG WORKER TRAINING PROGRAM 
Statement 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [5.35 pm]: I would like to talk 
briefly about a new development in the prevention of drug and alcohol abuse that I had the privilege to be 
involved in last week. The Drug and Alcohol Office Aboriginal alcohol and other drug worker training program 
supports Aboriginal people to develop skills to support people experiencing alcohol and other drug problems 
throughout the state. Of course, that is a high priority for the state government. The “Strong Spirit Strong Mind: 
Aboriginal Drug and Alcohol Framework for Western Australia 2011–2015” highlights that workforce 
development is a key priority to support people to have culturally secure programs and to enable Aboriginal 
people to manage and reduce their alcohol and other drug problems in their communities in a way that is 
culturally secured to those Aboriginal people. 

I do not know whether members are aware of this, but I would like to put on the record right now that the 
majority of Aboriginal people do not drink. I think there is a high level of stigmatisation around Aboriginal 
people and alcohol, and I would like to dispel that. The Aboriginal alcohol and other drug worker training 
program commenced in 2003. During the time that I have been the minister, I have been a part of that program, 
including handing out the certificate III in community services. During that time, 117 people have gone through 
the program and completed 150 hours of training, and 98 people have graduated with full qualifications in this 
area. Following the success of the certificate III program in Aboriginal alcohol and other drug worker training, 
last year it was decided that we would commence the certificate IV program in Western Australia. In April, 
I opened the Drug and Alcohol Office’s certificate IV in Aboriginal alcohol and other drug worker training. 
Building on the success of the certificate III program, these people came together to develop their knowledge 
and skills to support people to better respond, and to develop the training they needed to be better able to respond 
to and assist people with co-occurring mental health and other comorbidity issues in Aboriginal communities. 
Last Friday—12 months after opening the certificate course—was an important milestone for WA alcohol and 
other drug services with the inaugural graduation of those who undertook the certificate IV program, and I was 
able celebrate with the 10 graduates from across the state. These people show great commitment and dedication 
in their line of work. I would like to acknowledge the first 10 graduates who have just completed the 12-month 
program while working in a variety of settings, including community alcohol and drug services, non-government 
rehabilitation services, Aboriginal community controlled health organisations and other non-government 
organisations throughout the state from Wyndham to Bunbury. 

I recently travelled a fair bit in the state to see at firsthand the remarkable work that these people are undertaking, 
and how the local services work to meet the needs of consumers and staff in these areas. Most recently, I visited 
Broome and Halls Creek. While I was in Halls Creek I opened the new Halls Creek service hub for alcohol, 
other drug and mental health services. That is the integrated drug, alcohol and mental health service in 
Halls Creek. The new hub will promote collaborative work and undertake significant preventative, one-on-one 
and counselling work in the community. I also recently visited the Salvation Army’s Harry Hunter Rehabilitation 
Centre residential service in Armadale, and its sobering-up, detox and short-stay assessment services in 
Highgate. While I was at the Harry Hunter centre, I met a young man who as a young child had come to 
Australia from Cuba. On his third attempt he had successfully undertaken the rehab program to get off 
methamphetamine. Of course, I wish him great success because the life that he lived while that drug affected him 
was really terrible.  

At Christmas, I visited the Mission Australia DAYS—drug and alcohol youth service—program. The DAYS 
program is specifically for young people. Some people might have heard about them, because every year they 
have a ball when a big call goes out for people to donate gowns and things. They got so many people responding 
to that call that they had to get a warehouse to store all of the beautiful gowns and everything that people can 
use. The DAYS program provides a service for young people between the ages of 12 and 22 years who are 
experiencing alcohol and other drug issues. The service is unique, as it provides a continuum of care that 
includes a program that helps support a young person to get back with their family, back into education or 
training or whatever. While I was there on Christmas Eve, I met some young folk who were going back into 
apprenticeships, and I hope that they have a really successful outcome as well. 

In January, I visited Albany to open the new Palmerston community alcohol and drug service down there, and in 
late 2014 I visited the community’s farm based in Rockingham. The people at Palmerston, of course, have 
a great track record for the work they have been doing for more than 35 years in providing counselling and 
residential services in Western Australia for people and their families. I am reminded of a man whom I met in 
Albany and who spoke at the opening of that facility. He talked about what it was like for him when he ended up 
losing his job, losing his house and losing custody of his kids because of his alcohol problem. What an amazing 
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turnaround he has made to now be in a rented home, to have custody back of his young son and to have a full-
time job! 

Late in 2014, I travelled with cabinet to Kununurra and Derby where I met the local service providers and 
community members. I also saw the expansion of the alcohol and drug service team in the Kimberley, which has 
resulted in the number of clients seen by the Kimberley service increase by 92 per cent. It is a phenomenal 
increase in service delivery. Also in late 2014, I travelled to Carnarvon to open the new Carnarvon dual-purpose 
centre, which was built in response to the acknowledged harm that was occurring in that community. The dual-
purpose centre is the first of its kind in WA in that it is a sobering-up centre at night and a counselling and 
integrated support service during the daytime. However, I am reminded that in 2006, I went to Carnarvon and 
saw what was happening there when the sobering-up services were provided in the lockup at the police station. It 
was very distressing to me to know that this was the way in which intoxicated people were being managed. 

Wherever I have travelled across the state, I have been able to see these people undertake this most amazingly 
impressive work. I have seen the great commitment and dedication of the staff and the quality of service that 
they are providing. I am terribly proud that this government was able to look at drug and alcohol services in such 
a way that has resulted in significant upgrades to buildings, an increase in the number of staff, increased services 
and a massive increase in resources in recognition that the service had been quite underfunded and under-
resourced in previous years. I again take this opportunity to congratulate the inaugural 10 graduates from the 
certificate IV program and to thank all of the alcohol and other drug workers across WA for their drive and 
commitment.  

House adjourned at 5.43 pm 
__________  
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